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r : THEn 5y o er » Scharvhoretstrasss 36)., It
ig oompulmory to report many of these dimemsee to the Ministry. In addition,
the higher gteff of the Minlstry frequently travels around East Germeny on
inepection tours and elec maintaing correspondence with many ministerisl snd
sondemic insiitutes on keslth problems. Im this way, the Ministry believes
itgelf Yo be well dinformsd on rare dissase_ﬁ{iu Enst Germany.

b ILopteapiresis

Cages of this do ocoour in Bagt Germmny, particularly recently in plants handling
“fisbe In July 1852, seven deaths from leptospirosls were rsported to the Ministry
of Healtk, Proféssor Johsmnez Kathe of Rostock University lss been particularly
interested in leptompircsis and has e laboratory in the Hygiene Institute of the

. University, at Gertrudenstresse ¢, for the study of leptospirosis. In May 1552,
hie wrote a lomg repcrt to the Ministry of Health on his work on leptogpirosis (see
Appendix), : ’ '

6. Enoephalitis

Cazog have ccoumred in Eagh Germany eveﬁ month from Januvary to June of 1952, as
t_};e.fo].low:lpg teble showes .

Caces of enmcephslitis in Eset Germany (East Berlin and Laender), 1952

. New oasss reported Deaths
Jemery . - § -
February R 2 1
Mzzoh 10 1

CLASSIFICATION BEGREI‘/COﬁTROL = UeS. OFFIUIALS ONLY

STATE ] navy X| NSRB DISTRIBUTION
ARMY 1 2w | rel | [ I

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/07/01 . CIA-RDP82-00457R015100400010-6



Decléssifi:ed in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/07/01 : CIA-RDP82-00457R015100400010-6

SECRET/CONTROL ~ Uo.S., QFFICIALS ONLY

-2 -

Month New oases reported Deaths
April 7 3 !
¥ay 6 3
June 4 1
dJuly 1. -

de Epidenie hepa itis

In sarly September 1952, the M:.nistry of Health was investigating an
outbreak of epidemio hepatitis in Johanngeorgenstadts The first reports
(wnioh reached the SCC in Berlin.Karlshorst as well as the Ministry) were
of an outbreak of typhoid. It was quickly discovered that the early
diagnosis was wrong and that it wes an outbreak of hepatitis, In late

August, there were about 50 ocases in Jelezngeorgenstedt and the mnumber
was inoreasing.,

@s Anthrex

Caces of this diseass are practically unknown in East Germany. The last out-
Prwsk which Geoarred im 1948 in the firm of Asid Serum Werk, Dessau, was &
orimdnal case, in which the veterinarian thers poisoned his wife.

f. Missellansous diseases

(1), Histoplasmosls, psittacosis and plague ("Pest® in German). These
are, to all intenta and purposes, unknown in Eagt Germany. It is
‘not impossible that once every few yesars a case may be ilmported,
but it iz not known except for this.

(). Gho}erao Urknown, There has not been a single case for many yonrs.

(33. Brucsllosigs. In early September 1852, the Ministry did pot know of a
L. gingle caze in Bast Germany. Cases do occur, but are very rare,

(4). Q fever. No cesss are at the moment kmcvm to the Ministry, which,

. howewer, recognizes the possibility of its exietence since illness is
ueually very £light and it is often not properly recsgnized and
rsporied.

2o Common dizesges
o Below in peragreph d mre the statistics (totals only) recorded in the zecret
filea of the cenmtral Ministry of Health for the more common humen disenses,
for July 1652, The statistics asme to the Ministxy as usual through the
Land ministries, It should bs remembered that towards the end of July 1952
the disszolution of the Land ministries was announced and the formation of

Bezirk govermmente was in progress sc there was considerable disorganization
_ in the Bast German administration.

be The central Ministry heliewsd that the figures reported for deaths from polio-

myelitis were correct, for new omses, howsver, there was probably some

failure by individual docters to report light infections; many of the ceses
were very light.

e It was reported to the Ministry that there wore more widespread outbreaks of
poliomyelitis in the southern pert of East Germany in August.

'
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d, Statistics of reportable diseas‘es for July 19521s Five Laender and
East Berlin combined
’ New cases in

‘ - the month Deaths
Typhoid 271 _ 26
~ Paratyphoid | 165 1 I
Dysentery N 79 1 1
Diphtheria - 1,091 8 ‘
Scariet fev:er 3,789 2 i
Polion!yelitié 28 : 1 J
Bacteriological food poisoning 1,759 12 :
Pulmona.r;_r IB 2,593 504 {
(A!_u'ta.nequa B 69 : 1
"TB - other organs 6l4 - - 49 -
Tuberoular meningitis ‘ : | A-l‘.’: 7 ]
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Appendix

A'brief sumnary of Professor Dr. Johannes Knthe's work on Weil's disease in the
food industry.

Profesgor Dr. Johannes Kathe, director of the University of Rostock's Hygiens
Institute (Rostook, Gertrudenstrasse 9), made a report to the East German Ministry
of Health on 6 May 1952 on his work on Weil's disease, The following paragrephs
are. a brief summary of his report. .

In connection with his leptospirosis laboratory, Professor Kathe and his co=
workers made an imvestigation, from November 1951 to early 1952, of cases of
Weil's disease in certain places handling food. These places were:

Be 1-5_he fish preparation factory in Schwaan, Kreis :Gnestrow
bs the fish preparation factory in Marienshe bel Rogtock
6o ‘the Rostoock slaughterhouse.

The investigation started when a dootor, suspecting Weil's disesse among the
workers of the Schwaan factory, sent Professor Kathe & blood specimen in June 1951.
Thie specimen was serologically confirmed to6 come from a patient having Weil's
disease, This led to the ‘testing of samplesof blood from other Sohwaan workers
and finally to the systematic work starting in November 1951,

&¢ From 5 to 10 oo specimens of blood.sors were prepared. These were tested
against six leptospira strains: two L. grippotyphosa strains and one strain
each’of L. ioterohaemorrhagiase ioterog., (Weil), L. pomona, L. batevia and

‘ oanicola, ' S . '

be Taking agglutination lysin titers of 11100 and 11200 as "doubtful" and
11400 or more as "positive® for a Leptospira infection, the investigators found
17 more oases of infection, among 300 workers in the faotory, than the 7 cases
diagnosed by the dootor.

6s Wellts disease is spread by rats and the heavy leptospira infections of the
opithelia of the tubuli contorti of Rostock rat kidneys -was noted by the
Investigators, (Lewvaditi's silver staining method). There was a plague of
rats in the fectory and town of Schwamn in 1861 whioh Professor Kathe
aggoclated with the fich wasto products soattered around.

As a oontrol, the bleood of 1056 inhabitants of the area, sent for Wassermann
reaotion tests (Wa.R.) wne tested for Weil's lsptospirs. Ome sample was positive
(11400 plus), that 18 o0, 1 percent. Kathe noted, "That 1o & high poroenmbage,
oertainly oonneoted with the heavy rat infestation of our sountry." Prafepsor
Kathe next expressed his view that the official statistios in thism field are
unreliable,

~Investlgation of the Marienshe factory showed 3 out of 106 workera to have Weil's

disonne.

The Rostook slaughterhouse was found to have 8 oases among 77 workers.
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7o Swmary of oases in the threé places

Place Noo examined Weil - positive
o Actusa Percentags
Schwaan fish factory : 300 . 24 8
Marienshe fish factory 105 3 3
Rostock slaughterhouse R 8 10
control ) 105 X 1
Totals: 587 . _-5;;- e

Only 8 of the 36 cases of Weil's disease had been suaspected by the general
practitioners concerned. This was not surprising, sald Professor Kathe, when .
one considered how inadequate was the instruction of medical gtudents on
infectious digease cases, ™§hen I recently examined a group of five candidates,
I discovered that not a single one of them had geen a typhold patient.® Professor
Enths admitted, however, that Weil's diseass was not always easy to dimgnose.

Conolusions

a. Weil's disease wns responsible for loss of production in some parts of the
food industry, Patients might be away from work for four to sight weeks and
many of them for even longer,

b, This should be combatted by training dectors Yo recoguize forms of lepto-
spirosié earlier; by exteonding +the use of automatio equipment in the
fish factories, becauss the knives wieldad by the fisherwomen were

" responsible for msny skin abrasions, which facilitatsd the entry cf the :
leptospiras and by exterminating the rats, preferably by imtrodusing call X!

o« Professor Kathe could not agree \that for an
aspumption of & traumatic iLeptospira infeotion, proof of small oraocks and
abrasions on hands or feet was mot enough., Kathe believed that open wounds
Were not essential for the entry of Leptospira, He did agree
however, that between entry (™Unfallereignis") and outbreak of i1llnesa_*:are
wag an inoubatlon period of two to twenty days,

ds Professor Kathoe finally mentioned the soolal worlments oompensation aspeot

of the matter, saying that Weil'y disease should be treated as a schaduled
disease for compenaation purposes,
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